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IMPORTED FIREMEN
GUARD A.EF. PORTS

Yank Engine and Hose Men
Save Burning Ships
and Even Town

SAME OLD GANG IS HERE

Bunkhouse Has Sawdust Box,
. Eating Tobacco Rules and
Yarn Swapping

To protect the grub and the ammuni-
tion for the boys who hold the .lines,
the A, 13, ¥, has its contingents of the
boys who fightethe flames, There iy not
an important base pori in France hut
has its own little firc house, with the
equipment and the atmosphere that goes
with every well regulated fire honse hack
in the States.

The boys who ﬁght the flames are the
real article, too, having been recruited
from the fire departments of such cities
as New York, Chicago, Boston, Phila-
delphia and San Francisco, They were
Thosen because they were good in their
Iine, and broughti over here on the un-
derstanding thal they were to do fire
preveantion work just as they had done
in the old wards back home.

So well have they done it at one ase,
the Irench autborities deelare, thal in
combating a socvere blaze in a cerlain
salipeter plant, the Yank fire fighiers
saved the grand old port of ——.

Ammunition $hip Ablaze

Another time a Brazilian ship, laden
with ammaunition, look fire in the har-
bor. The crew, thinking all was lost,
{led preciplately. But the Yanks, boot-
ed aud hosed, went right inlo the hold of
ithe burning ship, drenched the inflam-
mal)le cargo, and saved not only the
but the docks and warehouseos ad-
cent. When the ammunition dries out
n will be as good as ever for tossing in
the Kaiser's dircetion,

¥or their intrepidity the Braziliun
vice-consul ai the port has formally
cited the Yank fire contingent on bebialf
of hig povernment, and soon the citation
will be framed and hung up in the hunk-
house, just like the trophies of the fire-
men’s field in the States. )

The stations from which the smoke-
hounds of the A, E. I sally forth are
fitted up with  cleetriec  equipment
throughout, and with automatic alarms,
the sounding of which by the man on
guard also starts the engine.

Makes Record Getaway

One company claims a record gelaway
of 33 scconds between the sounding of
the alarm and the exit of the-engine,
fully manned, from its shed, and defles
any fire house in the States to better it.
Perhaps, at Lhat, the A, E. F. firemen
should give a bit of a handicap, since
their bunks are on the sume lovel—in
faet, part of the same building—as the
engine shed, and they have no brass pole
to shinny down as have their civilian
brethren.

In addition to being on call 24 hours
a day, members of the fire units, the
commissioned officers particularly, are
charged with the work of fire prevention
and inspection and firefighting educa-
{ion throughout tho districts they serve.
They have lo see fo it that every bar
e suppled with its buckets and
nguishers, that the ‘stoves in the
mess shacks are rightly placed, thai the
“No Smoking” signs on the warehonses
are lived up te, and so forth. .

Mess Shacks Dowt Count

Such good co-operation have they got
in this regard that they say now that
they do not have to bother with mere
mess shaek fives. The local talent takes
care of them and handles them well,
while the fire companies reserve their
efforts for big sgame, such as possible
bustups in gasoline stations, oil plants
and munition dumps. They leel more
secure in this attitude now that they
have distributed a number of hand
drawn chemical engines throughout the
camps.

War has not made these Army firemen
any less firemen than formerly. Their
bunkhouse is the rendezvous for all
those men about the docks and camps
who have time off to spend and yarns i
spill. 1t is the same soclal cemter for
base port mausculinity that the back
home engine house is for the ward in
which it is Jocated, The good old process
of whittling goes on unabated, ang the
old sawdust box in the corner acts as
a target for many a well-directed gob
of eating tobmeco.

Strange lo say, the A. E. F\ fireman's
buddy is not the M, P, as one might
sngpect irom the relations of cops and
Lnfts in the States. It is the gob, the
Jacky who is assigned to help him out
in a tight pinch whenever a blaze starts
on the wharves or inland. They have
eatled on the Navy many a time, say the
chemical haulers, and every time the
Navy has made good, and when they
dofi their 0. D. for their old blues after
ihe war they will always have a good
word and an extra chew for the blue
d.nl flat feet.

o

KEEPING THINGS STIRRING IN THE S.0.S.

An 8. 0. S. Enginecr office sent. an offt-!
cer to the front as conducting officer for |
a bunch of replacements, He was Loldl
o return immediately. Ile was so long;
zbout it, however, that he was ﬁnany!
dockeled as AWOL. When he at last:
turned up, he had to make out a report
explaining his absence. Tt contained the
followipg paragraph:

“On arrival I found that the Allied of-
fensive was aboul lo begin, and that the
— Engineers were going into the
irenches next morning. I reported to
the commanding officer, & major. I ex-
pressed to him my desire to remain to
sce the beginning of the drive. He stat-
od that be was willing, and attached me
te Company A, whose captain placed me
in command of the third platoon, which
i led through the entire engagement un-
il the division was relieved. 1 did not
know how long we were going to - be in

action, and as Company A was the ad-!

vanve company of Engineers and worked
so far ahead of the balance of the regi-
ment that we lost all touch with them, I
could not very well ledve after I had
once started.”

“One lumdred extra men have just
come in,” said the mess sergeant to the
first mess sergoeant. .

“Well, you know what to do” an-
swered the first mess sergeant. “Put
another peck of whitewash in the slum.”

With flour and water and a few other
things this Army’s cooks and mess sor-
geants are every day performing new
wonders.

A c¢oolt book compiled of the emer-
gency recipes gotten up when the ra-
tions were delayed would be a winner.

Attached 1o the’affice of the Attending
Surgeon, Hq., S. 0. S, I8 a French doctor
who treats the French civillan ecm-
plovees. One of his patients has been
suffering from a severe abscess on her
teg and the other day be had onc of the
Army ambulances take her to the hos-
pital

The next day he called again, gave the
same name and address, and said he
wanted the patient taken to the hospital.

“But,” he was told, “we took thal
woman to the hospital last evening.”

Y know,” he said, “but she forgot 1o
take her bread ticket, and had to walk
back home and get it

Visions of an immediaie cessation of
hostilitfes, formed from a premature in-
terpretation of recent news, caused a
certain dusky member of a Labor Bat-
talian to linger en villa somewhat after
taps one night not long ago.

Despite the fact that his natural cam-
onflage helped somewhat to shield bim
from obscrvation oh the way to his bar-
rvacks, an M. P. managed to spot the pre-
maiure eclebrant and soon had him bil-
leted behind armed gnards and barbed
wire.

Next day the culprit was brought be-
fore a summary court officer.

“Well, Private Brown,” demanded
that functlonary, “have you any excuse
to oifer for your presence in town affer
hours last night?”

“1 ain’t "2ackly got no
honor,” replied Private Brown,
got @ reazon.”

“Well, what is the reason?”

*“"Twas sumpin’ w'at them Frenchies
calls ‘Encore’.”

'seuee, 1o
“but 1

Twenty men of Company T — En-
gineers, went out on a truck one Wed-
nesday to a new and unplowed, un-
plotted site. By Friday night they had
erected in all completeness four barracks
buildings, 20 by 100 feet.

‘Ten men of the same outfit, generaled
by one Corporal Irwin, have kKepi{ up a
record of a bhuarracks a day. One day
they were all through with their build-
ing in seven hours; bui they make haste
to add thai this record does not stand.
as (“through some mistake,” they say)
all the pieces for that parifeular bar-
racks happened to fit.

One of the signs near a group of ware-
houses at a certain base port shows at a
glance the varicty of nationality among
the workers for and with the A, E. ¥, 1t
reads:
. Defense de fumer.
No smoking,
T prohibide fumar.
Iista _prohibido fumar.

fm hut thudce,

And rhe next

ine is Chinese.

Not all the salvaging work in the
S5.0.8. is confined {o the department bear-
ing that name. In one base section this
plan is put through for the reclamarion
of tin and solder from cans:

A conical hole, ten fect in diameter at
the top and five feet deep, is dug, and
the cans are placed in it and burned.
‘The solder melts and collects in the bot-
tom of the pit, and is removed once a
week. At one camp the system yielded
60 tons of solder a week after it got go-
ing, and as a consequence camyp com-
manders in the district have been or-
dered to put the method into operation,
collecting the tin cans from the kitchens

and burning them daily, then flattening
them out and salvaging them. :

The model café of the S, O. S. has!
teen found—if a café can be called mod-
el. It was constructed after the Amert-"
cans eame, and for their trade and usc'
alone.

It is a large bharrack-like affair, tar.'

papered on the outside and at night tar.
habied on the inside, in part at least.
its interfor is all new woed work, serup
ulously scrubbed plain board tables, and
spandy clean bar, Perhaps one of the
reasons for its cleanliness is the sign
which it sports In several places:

“This café must be respected, so make
vour police yourself.”

In consequence, there ism't a single
cigareite butt on the floor.

Hesides the inevitable signs of the En-
tente, steh as intertwined French and
American filags, there are other s
worthy of notice besides the “Tor
dicrs Only” on the outside. Anxious
and correct Boston or Drooklyn pastors
would delight in the wording of: “Sol-
diers are requested not 1o introduce any
female info this establishment.” But
best of all, perhaps, is the nice sensc of
difierentiation shown by the ihree en
trance posts, which, after poiniing ihe
way for the “Couleured” brethren fo go,
proceed to draw a sharp line between
“White men” and “Officers.”

The café proclaims loudly that it
hasn't a drop of rum or cognac in .the
place. and that not for all the wealth of
the Banque de Fran ould you induce
it 1o sell even so much as a wet cork
tefore 5:20 p. m. Which Is one of the
reasons why it may be called model.

Railroading in France isnt'i so essen-
tjally different from railroading in
Louisiana, as the sergeanis in charge of
some of the negro Engincers have found
out. Whenever they want a particularly
heavy piece of equaipment moved, the\'
just start to croon the old song:

e ole hien duck said to de drake,

Doy 2in’t no erawfish’in dis Iake.

Lolx—DIVE—ro the odder SIDI
At tHe word “dive” cverybody takes

Knights of Columbus
- Club House

27 Blvd Malesherbes Paris
EVERYR0DY WELCOME

‘was atiempting to sooilie him.

hold. At ihe word ‘“side)” everybody
heaves. and drops the rail, or whatever
it is. where it belongs. So it goes, all
day long, song after song, heave aiter
heave, rail after rajl.

Mr. Orphens, who moved roeks with
his musie, would probably be interested.

Three vompauies of colored Engineers
at i big medical supply depot somewhere
in sonthern France have three mascots
of which they think the workl. One is
Baobo, the baboon. One is Smoke, a little
blaek ¥French dog. One is Peoria, o 'l

yaller dog-—a real O, D. brindle.  ~

Bobo is no respecter of persons,
will ¢limb all over his top s
the nnholy glee of a fnss specting ofs
ficer, and rough him fo & fareyouwell
But his main penchant seems to he for
puliing little dog's ears. a trail bitterly
resented by the gnardians of Smoke and
Peoria, but filling with delight bis own
adherents.

“Pey cain’t fahnd a dowg in all dis
yere camp wol'll stain’ up agin him,”
they chnekle, when Bobo swings his long
arms and lopes after some mongrel that
has strayed in.

Noi so long ago, a pathetic scene
might have been wiinessed on one of the
company streets. Smoke was heing ear-
ried along, in a cowering rimid state
bordering on shell shock or mental col-
Iapse, by a great hulking Stevedore, who

“Doan’ ¥yo' keer, Smoke,” he crooned.

My Tribute to France!

Pauline L. Divers, New York, N.Y.-

luhm.x!e story of the War. A Viclory
Book, # Souvenir of Franee. Tells
1Y and WHAT.  The tienjus of
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‘The tufted bristles
thoroughly clean every
part of every tooth.
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ant with,

“Doan’ you bother a bit if folks lalxgh»
at -yo'. Tven if ¥yo' cain’t faht ne B
comp’ny monkeys, you's de best I’

blaick dowg as ever wuz borned cen

Fraince, so yo' ist”
And Smoke nodded and sniffed a
rather tearful appreciation,

“Wassall dem streaks ob lightnin® and
dat dere wreathe ¢’ flowahs on yo' arm
mean, czp'n?” inquired the dark one.

“That means I'm a master signal elec
irician,” the ewner of the arm informed
him,

“Lawdy?' exclaimed the questioner.

neu) in de Ahmy a long time, huh ”
st a lilnn Over a year.
a year! Aean to tell me you got

HOTEL

CONTINENTAL

3 fue de Castiglione, PARIS

LYONS
GRAND ll?gUYEL HOTEL

Favorite Stopping Place of American Officers
Rocws-from 6 1o 30 francy

WALK-OVER

SHOES

34 Boulevard dea Haliens
19-21 Boul. des Cagycines

PARIS

All soldicrs are wele
come at-the WALK-
OVER Stores, where
they can appiy for any
informationandwhere
| all possible services of
any kind will be'rende

Frade Mark | €red free of charge..
LYONS, 12 Rue de a République
NAPLES, 215 Via Roma

The WALK-OVER * French. Conversation
Book " and Catnlogue will be tent gratis to
any soldier applying fer it

THE GREAT MILITARY OUTFITTE.RS

Famous ‘KENBAR’
TRENCH COAT

AMERICAN OFFICERS

Pleasa Note

favorite, and the sales are increas-’
ing_ daily. Guaranteed "absolutely
prodf againgt any weather. Mado
from our noted _trebly-proofeit
KENBAR-CORD. Lined thiongh-.
out preofed check woolen and in-
terlined oiled fabric. Lvery detail
80 necessary for the most strennons
wear it the trencbes is ombodied
i this excellent Coat. The collar
can be woni in four positions. The
sleeves are made with reinforced
elbows, and the skirt s cut full
and fitted with cavalry gusset. Th
“Kenbar' is the finest cut and
gest-t-milored Trench Coat in Lon-
on.

Cnt. with Daglan sleoves and very eavy aemi.

hinles, aud can eastly be stppsd on over a
British Waimn,  Send your order at ouce nien-
tioning only chestmeasurement takenover o
vies Jacket, and a perfertiit’ is guarautced,

$26.25

Witly detaghable Fleece Haiug, 7 wnl Viprn

Overcoal $537,50. Supplied ee gheteb) with

Fur Unllar of \\n.“nhy 86,25 estra, With

Fur collar of Musqunshi 31 1,28 ¢vtra,

Good quality Vleoce Uwndevconts for wearlng
under Trench Coaty at 2

‘These sre greatly in demand, anid very wanm
. aud cosy.

ORDERS EXECUILED 1)
IN STRICT ROTATION.

KENSINGTON HIGH ST., LQNDON, W.&,

<
The “Kenbar” is tho officer’s greal &

he Ca:t!v. Officer will have

OFFICERS’KHAKI SHIRTS

Furnisherw Men

A. RAGON

Ladies’ Pyjamas

32 A\'cnue dc I'Opéra, Parls
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| PHILLIPS' "MILITARY’

SOLES AND HEELS

q— THIN rubber plates, with raised studs, ta bo |
attached on top of ordinm-y soles and hbscls. m:éng
ber wsed is

o ru
alx times mors dnrable than teather, -

They impart smoothness to the, “tread, nge grip,
and prevent elipping. Feet kept dry in wot wonther.

Worn by the mn?ntv ot nm.-n Omcen in Frances
‘Bootusker;
Pricca—MENS BSS'X‘OU‘! .- ﬂlﬂ PB' soty
Spars Hoels—Men's Swu't 2!-. u ll—
per falr.
S8ent Post Free by the Makers to tembers of the
AMERICAN' EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.

PHILLIPS' PATENTS, LTDH.
142-5 Ol Sirzet. LONDON. E.C.1.

When ordesing
Fend Ontline
of Foct Sole

8.4, and Cznuﬁm
ate:
Jor Shie or P icense,

~ 'COX & CO.

(FRANCE) LIMITED

BANKERS

Representatwes in name of the Oﬁcml British Army Agents

. OFFICES:
PARIS: LYONS:
22 Rue Louis e Grand, i Eue de la Republigue.
BORDEAUX:
4 Rue Esprit-des-1.ois. MARSEILLES:
BOULOGNE-SUR-MER: $-7 Rue Cannehiere.

61 Yiue Victor Tiugo,

HAVRE: ROUEN: .
122 Ruc de Paris, T e Jeanne d'Are.
LONDON:
Rarciay’s Buank, Iad.. 188 Wenchureh Stras
COX & COMPANY, 15 Charing Cress,

Correapondents in every part of France

SPECIAL BANKING FACILITIES TO OFFICERS AND MEN OF
THE AMERICAN ARMY AND NAVY SERVING IN FRANCE

MONEY EXCHANGED—PAYCITEC H REMITTANC
AND FROM ANY POINT IN AMERICA.

THE IRVING NATIONAL BANK, NEW YORK

Corrcapondents:

JOHN BARKER AND COMPANY LTD., KENSINGTON, W.8.
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world,

‘To be had at A EF. & Y.M.C.A. Canteens
or.at ali Dzalers in France.

GILLETTE SAFETY RAZOR, S.A. 175 Rue La Boitie, PARIS

Gillette U.S.
Service Set

PACKETS of new Gillette Blades—each

Blade wrapned in oiled paper enclosed in

smooth, sharp.and clean,

e obtained at all dealers in France, England.
Russia, Italy, Caniada and all other parts of the

PRICE OF /GILLETTE -BLADES

Packet. of 12 Blades ... .. ~. ..
Packet of 6 Blades e e se s

6 Francs
3 Francs
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